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DETAILED ACTION 
Introductory Comments 

1. The indicated allowability of claims 7-11, 17, and 18 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Ritchie (US 6,784,918 Bl). Rejections based on the newly cited 
reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 7-11, 17, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ritchie (US 6,784,918 Bl). 

Regarding claim 7, Ritchie discloses a remote control unit for controlling a number of 
devices (Figure 1), the remote control unit comprising: 

a receiver (including camera 110) for acquiring identification data from a particular 
device at which the remote control unit is pointed (Examiner notes that camera 1 10 connected to 
computer 1 12 is selectively directed to a consumer electronic device 100); 

a processor (within computer 1 12) for processing the acquired identification data to 
determine command protocols associated with the particular device (column 3, lines 19-26, lines 
63-67; column 4, lines 1-14); and 
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a formatter (including IR module 152 and IR transmitter 140) for formatting control 
commands for the particular device according to the command protocols associated with the 
particular device (column 3, lines 48-62), 

wherein the receiver acquires identification data from the particular device at which the 
remote control unit is pointed by capturing at least one image (using camera 1 10) in the direction 
in which the remote control unit is pointed, the at least one captured image including the 
particular device (column 3, lines 19-26 and lines 63-67; column 4, lines 1-14). 

Regarding claim 8, Ritchie discloses that the receiver comprises a camera 1 10 for 
capturing images in the direction in which the remote control unit is pointed (column 3, lines 19- 
42 and lines 63-67; column 1, lines 1-14). 

Regarding claims 9 and 10, Ritchie discloses that the processor 1 12 processes the 
captured image to identify the particular device at which the remote control unit is pointed and 
that the processor 1 12 identifies the particular device 100 in the captured image using image 
recognition processing (column 3, lines 9-26 and lines 63-67; column 4, lines 1-14). 

Regarding claim 11, Ritchie discloses that the remote control unit comprises a database 
(including databases 160 and 162) containing representations of images of the number of devices 
and their associated command protocols, the processor 1 12 determining a presentation of an 
image in the database that matches the particular device in the captured image (column 4, lines 
4-14), and the formatter (IR module 152 and IR transmitter 140) using the command protocols 
associated with the presentation of the image in the database to format input control commands 
(column 3, lines 48-62). 
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Regarding claim 17, Ritchie discloses a method for controlling one particular device 
selected from among a number of devices based upon a selection direction (Figure 1; Examiner 
notes that camera 1 10 connected to computer 1 12 is selectively directed to a consumer electronic 
device 100), the method comprising the steps of: 

acquiring identification data from the particular device 100 (using camera 1 10; column 3, 
lines 6-16); 

determining command protocols associated with the particular device using the 
identification data (column 3, lines 19-26); and 

formatting control commands for the particular device according to the determined 
command protocols for the particular device (using infrared transmitter hardware 140 and IR 
database 162; column 3, lines 48-62), 

wherein the step of acquiring identification data from the particular device comprises 
capturing one or more images of the particular device (column 3, lines 63-67; column 4, lines 1- 
14). 

Regarding claim 18, Ritchie discloses that the step of determining command protocols 
associated with the particular device using the identification data comprises using the image to 
find a matching image representation in a compilation of image representations (i.e., database 
160) for the number devices and their associated command protocols and selecting the command 
protocols associated in the compilation with the image representation that matches the image of 
the particular device (column 3, lines 63-67; column 4, lines 1-14). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 12 and 13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The prior art, including Ritchie, does not specifically disclose or fairly suggest a remote 

control system including all the elements and limitations recited in claims 12 or 13 (including all 
the limitations of claim 7 on which they depend), particularly wherein the receiver acquires 
identification data form the particular device at which the remote control unit is pointed after the 
user inputs an acquisition command in the remote, wherein after the processor processes the 
identification data acquired to determine command protocols associated with the particular 
device, the formatter formats control commands for the particular device input to the remote by 
the user according to the command protocols associated with the particular device until the user 
inputs another acquisition command; or wherein the remote control unit further comprises a 
display for displaying information and the receiver acquires identification data from two or more 
particular devices at which the remote control unit is pointed, the processor processing the 
identification data and displaying on the display the identity of the two or more particular 
devices to the user, the remote control unit further comprising an input for receiving a user 
selection input selecting one of the two or more particular devices identified, the processor 
determining command protocols associated with the selected device, and the formatter 
formatting control commands for the selected particular device input to the remote by the user 
according to the command protocols associated with the selected particular device. 
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Response to Arguments 



6. Examiner acknowledges Applicants' amendment and remarks filed 26 May 2006. 
However, the previously indicated allowability of claims 7-11, 17, and 18 is withdrawn in view 
of the newly discovered reference(s) to Ritchie (US 6,784,918 Bl). 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christina Y. Leung whose telephone number is 571-272-3023. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 6:30 to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Chan can be reached on 571-272-3022. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



PRIMARY EXAMINER 




